A new species of Gammarella Bate, 1857 is described from shallow water, inhabiting the interstitial system in soft bottoms of the Chafarinas Archipelago (western Mediterranean,N. Africa). 
Introduction
Contributions to Zoology, 65 (3) 189-200 (1995) SPB Academic Publishing bv, Amsterdam The taxonomie position of the genus Gammarella Bate, 1857 within the gammaridean Amphipoda is difficult to establish. The family Gammaridae (sensu lato) was split into a number of superfamilies (Bousfield, 1973 (Bousfield, , 1977  Barnard, 1976) and the only species known for the genus, Gammarella fucicola (Leach, 1814) , was included in the family Melitidae.
When Karaman & Barnard (1979) started their revision, Gammarella was placed in "other Gammaridae". Later, Barnard & Barnard (1983: 141) Barnard, 1977. In the same work (Barnard & Barnard, op.cit.: 636) both genera were also called "Gammarellids". Finally, Barnard & Karaman (1987) considered the "Nuuanuids" as a family group, but they delayed the family name because "there is already a family Gammarellidae Bousfield (1977) , based on the unrelated genus Gammarellus" (op.cit.: 867).
The only species originally assigned to the genus was Gammarella hybophora Lowry & Fenwick, 1983 . The rest of the species, including the typespecies G. fucicola, have been described under actually synonymous genera, such as Pherusana J.L. Barnard, 1964 ; Nuuanu J.L. Barnard, 1970 ; Cottesloe J.L. Barnard, 1974 ; and Valettiella Griffiths, 190 A. Marti & S. Villora-Moreno -Gammarella garciai n. sp. Karaman & Barnard (1979) (Vonk, 1988) as a new combination for Vonk's species. Therefore, at present 11 species of Gammarella are recognized (cf. Barnard & Barnard, 1990 ):
G. fucicola (Leach, 1814) , G. amikai (J.L. Barnard, 1970) , G. berringar (J.L. Barnard, 1974) , G. merringannee (J.L. Barnard, 1974) , G. mokari (J.L. Barnard, 1974) , G. numbadi (J.L. Barnard, 1974) ,
castellana (Griffiths, 1977) , G. cyclodactyla (Hirayama, 1978) , i 1983,
G. curvata (Vonk, 1988) , and G. garciai n. sp. 1977 (see Karaman & Barnard, 1979; Barnard & Barnard, 1983; Barnard & Karaman, 1987) . (Barnard, 1974;  McKinney & Barnard, 1977; Karaman & Barnard, 1979) , is more evident. Nevertheless, differences between the two extremes are so large that Vonk (1988) proposed to retain the genus Nuuanu, including the smaller species.
In an attempt to group all known species of Gammarella, a cluster analysis was performed using 18 morphological characters (see Table I ). Each character was defined as 0 for absence and 1 for presence.
Numerical taxonomie methods were utilized to enhance the objectivity of the results, helping us to elucidate which are the morphologically related species and which the intermediate species. A dissimilarity matrix was generated using the Manhattan distance index and the UPGMA cluster method (Sneath & Sokal, 1973; Norusis, 1992 Barnard (1970 Barnard ( , 1977 .
Gammarella mokari, G. numbadi, G. berringar, and G. merringannee were found by Barnard (1974) in shallow water, without any additional indication about soft or hard substrata. In the same way, poor ecological data are available for G. castellana, even when station data of cruises (Louw, 1977) (Barnard & Barnard, 1983) , most of the species are known from a single locality, so biogeographical relationships are difficult to establish.
